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RANCHO MURIETA COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
15160 Jackson Road, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 
Office ‐ 916‐354‐3700 * Fax ‐ 916‐354‐2082 

 

IMPROVEMENTS COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting 

January 3, 2017 at 8:30 a.m. 
  
All persons present at District meetings will place  their cellular devices  in silent and/or vibrate mode  (no  ringing of any kind). During 
meetings, these devices will be used only for emergency purposes and,  if used, the party called/calling will exit the meeting room for 
conversation. Other electronic and internet enabled devices are to be used in the “silent” mode. Under no circumstances will recording 
devices or problems associated with them be permitted to interrupt or delay District meetings.  
 

AGENDA 
 

  1.  Call to Order 
 

  2.  Comments from the Public 
 

  3.  Monthly Updates  
 Solar Power Update 

 

  4.  Correspondence from Michael Davis, Robert Hannaford, and David Lewis 
 

  5.  Directors & Staff Comments/Suggestions [no action] 
 

  6.  Adjournment 
 
In accordance with California Government Code Section 54957.5, any writing or document that is a public record, relates to an open session agenda item and is 
distributed  less  than  72  hours  prior  to  a  regular meeting will  be made  available  for  public  inspection  in  the District  offices during  normal  business  hours. If, 
however, the document is not distributed until the regular meeting to which  it relates, then the document or writing will be made available to the public at the 
location of the meeting.   
 
Note: This agenda is posted pursuant to the provisions of the Government Code commencing at Section 54950. The date of this posting is December 30, 2016. 
Posting locations are: 1) District Office; 2) Rancho Murieta Post Office; 3) Rancho Murieta Association; 4) Murieta Village Association. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

 
Date:  December 28, 2016 

To:  Improvements Committee 

From:  Paul Siebensohn, Director of Field Operations 

Subject: Correspondence from Michael Davis, Robert Hannaford and David Lewis  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
RECOMMENDED ACTION 

No action recommended. Review per Board of Director’s request from December 21, 2016 Board 
meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND 

At the December 21, 2016 Board meeting, resident David Lewis inquired about a letter sent to 
Director Graf on January 4, 2016. Director Graf was not aware of the letter and did not recall 
receiving it. The letter from residents Michael Davis, 6456 Via Del Cerrito, Robert Hannaford, 6442 
Via Del Cerrito, and David Lewis, 6454 Via Del Cerrito, who reside around the 4 Park Via Del Cerrito 
drainage culvert, was provided to the Board of Directors at the December Board meeting. Two of the 
residents, Michael Davis and David Lewis, were present at the Board meeting. The Board referred 
the issue to staff for research asked that the item be discussed at the January Improvements 
Committee meeting. 
 
Former General Manager/District Engineer, Edward Crouse, had worked with Mr. Lewis at some point 
in the past to accommodate Mr. Lewis’s concern with potential erosion from the drainage flow 
channel that ran adjacent to the south east side of his lot. This resulted in a project where the District 
worked with Mr. Lewis to extend a pipe from the existing culvert alongside his property to satisfy him 
for a request to do some landscaping in his front yard and channel drainage away from his home.  
Ed, as the District Engineer, sized the pipe and directed former Utility Supervisor Rob McLeod to 
install it with the assistance of Carillo Enterprises in the summer of 2008. Ed said it was done in 
agreement with David Lewis, which Mr. Lewis had confirmed with me in previous personal meetings.  
The project resulted in the installation of approximately 100’ of 24” soil tight high density polyethylene 
pipe from the existing headwall between lots 1114 & 1112, as depicted in the drawing below. 
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After the pipe was installed and backfilled over by the District, Mr. Lewis had subsequently 
landscaped the area extending outside his lot including planting of trees and a DG path.  
 
The area across the roadway at 4 Park Via Del Cerrito flooded twice since the pipe was installed.  
 
First time:  This was a result of a wood pile stacked up between lot 1126 and the drainage ditch that 
had washed some of the wood into the pipe during a heavy rain event and caused it to plug up in 
January 2009. 
 
Second time:  Rain event on Feb. 8, 2015 where District received 2.6” of rain in one day, most of that 
over a few hour period.  Sacramento County had noted that this rainfall was over a 100yr event. 
Culverts and ditches are only designed to accommodate a 100yr event and this was beyond the 
design capacity of culverts. 
 
The level of protection provided by the District storm drainage system is: 
-Protection of developable areas from the 100 -year flood event. 
-Street drainage systems are designed for the 10-year storm. 
-Culverts, open channels and natural streams are designed for the 100-year 
storm. 
-Finished floor elevation should be a minimum of 1 foot above the 100-year 
storm water surface. 
 

Another issue may be that lot 1126 is not a minimum 1 foot above the 100-
storm water surface elevation. Lot building pads are the responsibility of the 
home builder and are reviewed by the County, for which we have no records.  
 
After the first event I have staff check this culvert, and sometimes myself as 
shown in photo to the right, before each large predicted storm. I had also had 
staff remove some concrete and rocks that were limiting the flow into the 
upstream side of the pipe. 
 
Later in 2015 Mr. Lewis approached me to remove the pipe. I met with Ed Crouse who confirmed he 
and Mr. Lewis had met to discuss this drainage multiple times and that the project was the result of 
Mr. Lewis’s concerns, and that if he wanted anything else done he should formally request it so we 
may document it for our records as the District had already spent a substantial amount of time and 
resources there. I then let Mr. Lewis know the District put the pipe in as a result of his request. He 
said that wasn’t really what he wanted, that he wanted a block wall installed along his property. After 
meeting several times and making a suggestion to Mr. Lewis I drafted an agreement to note his 
request, stating that we would remove the culvert pipe extension and armor the outlet of the existing 
culvert within five feet of it, and allow him to install a block wall as he said he originally wanted to do.  
He never signed the agreement so we never proceeded with doing this work.  
 
Since that time the highest rainfall event was recently this past December 15, having received 1.95” 
of rain in one day without incident. 
 
I believe the simplest solution moving forward is to proceed as I had previously recommended to Mr. 
Lewis of lot 1114, however issued back the residents of the letter as follows: 
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The District will be removing the drainage pipe that was installed alongside your home. The former 
District engineer had staff install the pipe adjacent to your property to remedy previous concerns of lot 
1114 along the drainage channel. Removing the pipe extension will put the drainage back to as it was 
originally designed. As we have discussed with lot 1114, any improvements or obstructions that were 
placed over the top of the pipe will be removed and discarded. As previously discussed some of the 
soil removed from the pipe cover may be used to fill the low spot of the front yard of lot 1114 as well 
as to provide a berm for lot 1112. Lot 1114 may install a block wall along it should they choose to as 
long as it does not obstruct flow. If any improvements are outside your lot, please contact the RMA 
Architectural Review before proceeding.   
 
A general idea of what District could do is shown below: 

 
 
 

 
 
After receiving a copy of the resident’s letter I’m requesting a quote for an engineers review from 
Coastland of the culvert and their recommendation in case the board wishes to have a formal review. 
 
For general reference, the figure below shows the delineation of responsibilities between District and 
others within the District. 
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